
AVMM HAPPENINGS 
FEB-MAR 2008 

 
- The meeting scheduled for 19 Feb with Dave Morgan, curator of AK Aviation 

Heritage Museum to discuss and lay out our joint display on the Aleutian Tigers 
and the planes of the Aleutians was rescheduled due to Dave’s illness. 

 
- Kandy Kizis briefed the Prospector’s Club on 26 Feb and found lots of interest 

and at least one oral history candidate (to be done after Easter) 
 

- Suellyn attended the Eagle River Women in Business meeting on 27 Feb and will 
be briefing them in probably Apr.  She will also be setting up a table at the 
Women’s Show on Sat 10 May from 10 AM to 4 PM at the McDonald Memorial 
Center in Eagle River. 

 
- Attended National Guard Museum effort meetings on 28 Feb and will do so again 

27 March. 
 

- Made contact 1 Mar with Chris Roe, a WW II archeologist at the Palmer Lions 
Gun Show.  Will talk with him regarding possible loan of items once we have a 
building. 

 
- Attended a Downtown Rotary meeting (we have a grant request with them) with 

Susan Fischetti on 4 Mar.  Susan’ll get us on the schedule to brief. 
 

- Attended Chugiak/Eagle River Chamber Luncheon on 5 Mar. 
 

- George Darrow did an oral history with Paul Slooter, a WW II veteran on 6 Mar. 
 

- Briefed Downtown Lions on 7 Mar.  Signed up 5 oral history candidates and had 
one person join the museum (Vern Watts, an Army veteran). 

 
- Briefed “the Real Alaskans” on 10 Mar.  Collected more contacts to brief and two 

oral history candidates. 
 

- Briefed “Old Timers & New Comers” on 12 Mar.  Signed up one new member 
(Marjorie Ream, USAF Nurse Corps).  Lots of good questions from this group. 

 
- Briefed Aurora Borealis Post 21 of American Legion and reconfirmed the oral 

history candidacy of Juliana Wilson (who wants to do it after Easter).  Three other 
ladies (this is an all female post) also want to participate but need a call and the 
forms. 

 
 

 



- George and Suellyn met with Walter Van Horn, chief of collections at Anchorage 
Museum on 18 Mar and the Alaska Scout display is being expanded (another wall 
is being added.  The display case is full.  We will open Labor Day 2008 and run 
through Jan 2009. 

 
- Met with Dave Morgan and laid out all the artifacts for the Aleutian Tiger display 

at the AK Aviation Heritage Museum.  This Federal Hanger display will have a 
formal ribbon cutting in May 2008 by Senator Ted Stevens.  AVMM will receive 
credit for the joint venture on signage, in the program and on the artifacts 
themselves.  Dave was thrilled with the items purchased from EBay and other 
sources.  Need willing hands to help with this.  Call Suellyn 696-4904and we’ll 
go together.  They need help cataloging items etc. and training will be provided. 

 
- Diane Fearon and Suellyn arranged a reunion between Alaska Scouts Billy Buck 

and Ed Walker on 21 Mar and then filmed it.  This is the first time they have seen 
each other since WW II.  Very emotional time. 

 
- Was contacted by Zlata Lund of the Russian American Colony Singers for our 

assistance with her “Echoes of WW II” program 9 May 2008.  She needed photos, 
narration, WW II uniforms, and battle sound effects.  Suellyn provided after much 
scrambling to get non-copyrighted materials.  Roger and Barbara Wortman made 
contact with a lady to make a more professional product.  More discussions of 
what the singers need occurred 21 Mar. 

 
- The sixth meeting of the AVMM sponsored Susitna Civil War Round Table was 

held 22 Mar and featured our own George Darrow teaching about the CSS 
Shenandoah and her firing of the last shot of the Civil War in Alaskan waters. 

 
- We welcome our permanent treasurer Forrest Powell at the 24 Mar meeting! 

 
- The oral history of Red Boucher will be collected Tues 25 Mar at his home. 

 
- Very busy two months!!!!  But look at the out-damn-standing progress we’ve 

made!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Let’s keep it UP! 


